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JOINT LLM RECONCILIATION OF MULTIPLE ASR TRANSCRIPTS
FOR SCRIPT-COMPLIANCE CUE DETECTION IN CONTACT CENTERS

Annotation. Contact—center quality assurance audits script compliance — whether the agent
greeted the caller, identified the company, asked for the caller’s name, and closed politely —
using automatic speech recognition (ASR) transcripts. The cues that carry these checks are
short formulaic phrases, and they are exactly what an imperfect recognizer drops or garbles,
so the operative metric is recall of the cue rather than word error rate. Classic ASR system
combination votes at the token layer and can delete a word only if one engine heard it, which
is precisely the word a compliance check needs. This paper therefore asks where the ensem-
ble should live for a detection task and compares four fusion points under a single LLM com-
pliance judge: single-ASR, token—level, decision—level, and joint-hypothesis—level reconcilia-
tion. On a disagreement—enriched stratum of a 3057—call contact—center corpus, joint recon-
ciliation is the best arm (macro—F1 0.913), significantly above single—ASR, decision—level OR
and ROVER for both judges, and the ordering survives re-scoring on a stratum containing
only human-set labels. Three controls show that the gain requires a nonidentical, call-
matched second transcript, and attribute it partly to text visible only in that transcript.
Keywords: automatic speech recognition, ASR system combination, contact—center quality
assurance, script compliance detection, large language models, LLM-as—judge, hypothesis—
level fusion, word error rate, evaluation protocol.

Introduction. Contact centers increasingly audit script compliance at scale: ASR tran-
scribes a call and a downstream classifier checks whether the agent performed required steps
— a greeting, a company or “customer support” self—identification, asking for the caller’s
name, and a courteous closing. The cues that carry these checks are short, formulaic phrases,
and they are exactly what an imperfect recognizer tends to drop or garble. A missing word is a
missed cue, so what governs this task is detection, not transcription quality. Recall motivates
it — an erased cue cannot be recovered downstream — but an auditor equally cannot afford to
flag steps never performed, so we report positive—class F1 and Cohen’s & per parameter ra-

ther than recall alone. The two cues carrying most of the gain improve by opposite routes:
agent—name by recall, company—id by precision.

Statement of the problem. This mismatch matters because a common ASR-
combination baseline for using more than one recognizer — system combinations such as
ROVER [1] and MOVER [8] — fuses at the token layer to minimize word error rate (WER)
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and token voting can delete a word only one engine heard, which is precisely the word a com-
pliance check needs.

We therefore ask a placement question rather than proposing a new architecture: where
should the ensemble live when the metric is cue recall? Holding two de—correlated ASR en-
gines fixed, we compare four fusion points under one LLM compliance judge: 1) single — one
transcript, one judge; 2) token—level ROVER/TOV — merge the transcripts, then judge; 3) de-
cision-level OR — judge each transcript and take the union of verdicts; and 4) joint-—
hypothesis—level JOINT — one judge reads both transcripts and reconciles them.

Contributions. A natural objection is that JOINT “just concatenates two transcripts in a
prompt.” Three results say otherwise. On a disagreement—enriched subset of a 3057—call cor-
pus, JOINT significantly improves over single—ASR, decision—level OR and the reference
ROVER implementation for both judges (macro—F1 0.913), while against our own stronger
time—overlap voter the contrast does not resolve. The concatenation is not what helps: hand-
ing the judge the same transcript twice scores below handing it once and a transcript of a dif-
ferent call is worse still, while evidence visible only in the second transcript — 6.9% of posi-
tive verdicts — supplies 35.7% of the verdicts where JOINT correctly overturns the single arm.
An agreement-stratified protocol reported on two populations makes explicit which estimates
are affected by label—construction circularity, including that the silver label-building judge is
one of those evaluated.

Related Work
ASR system combination. Combining recognizers at the token level is a long line of
work: ROVER aligns hypotheses into a confusion network and votes [1, 16], with extensions
that add language—model information [17] or a trained classifier over the network [3];
MOVER revisits this for modern meeting systems [8]. A separate thread fuses multiple ASR
outputs for a downstream task rather than for the transcript itself — attention over multiple hy-
potheses [9] and multi-ASR fusion for pseudo—labeling [13], both of which still emit a single
merged transcript.
Closest to our work is post-ASR fusion under an LLM: Stepachev et al. [20] prompt an
LLM over multiple ASR system outputs for downstream emotion recognition and report that
transcript ranking and “system output fusion” help, and crucially that the metric used to select
the transcript is decisive. We share the premise that the LLM, not a confusion network, is
where multiple recognizers should meet, but differ on three axes. 1) They treat fusion as a
single design choice (rank—then—select or concatenate) for a holistic label; we make the fusion
point itself the independent variable and contrast four placements under one fixed judge. 2)
Our target is cue recall — short, localized phrases a single ASR error can erase outright, unlike
emotion, which is diffuse over the utterance and rarely hinges on one token; hence reconcilia-
tion rather than selection. 3) We add an agreement-stratified evaluation protocol, which does
not appear in prior post—ASR fusion work.
LLM-as—judge and juries. Using an LLM to score outputs is now standard [21], and
jury methods aggregate several judges. Recent analyses show correlated judge errors cap the
value of larger panels [10] and that confidence gating can give reliability guarantees [7].
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These vary the judge over a single input; we hold one judge and vary the ASR input, letting
the judge reconcile the two renderings.

Contact-center compliance. Prior compliance detection is largely text-based: on—
hold-script detection with a fine—tuned classifier cross—checked against system hold
timestamps [2], transcription pipelines [12], and silence/hold monitoring from audio [4]. We
treat compliance as a multi-ASR, training—free judging problem scored with an agreement—
stratified protocol.

Research objective. This work determines where an ASR + LLM compliance pipeline
should place its ensemble of recognizers when what governs the task is detection of a short
script cue — a cue an ASR error can erase outright — rather than word error rate. Four fusion
points are compared for a fixed pair of recognizers under a single compliance judge, and the
mechanism behind the observed ordering is constrained by input interventions and a per—
verdict evidence analysis.

Method and Evaluation Protocol. Each call is scored on seven binary compliance pa-
rameters: the agent states their own name (agent—name), identifies the company or “customer
support” (company-id), asks the caller’s name (caller—name), and, at closing, is courteous,
thanks the caller, gives a well-wish, and offers further help. A parameter is judged over the
relevant window of the agent channel.

Four fusion points (Figure 1). Two recognizers stay fixed: Qwen3-ASR [19] and Ca-
nary—1B-v2 preceded by a telephony-tuned MarbleNet VAD [18, 5], MarbleNet performing
voice-activity detection rather than recognition. Because the compliance windows are cut
from word timings, each recognizer keeps its own word-level aligner — Qwen3-
ForcedAligner—0.6B [19] and the NeMo Forced Aligner [15] — both lossless, every word sur-
vives into the aligned list, so windowing adds no deletions of its own. We vary only where the
evidence is combined: single (one transcript, one judge); ROVER/TOV (merge by token—
level voting, then judge), the two token—level arms being ROVER, the NIST SCTK rover bi-
nary, and TOV, our own time—overlap word voter; OR (judge each transcript, take the logical
OR - a recall-union); and JOINT (one judge call receives both transcripts and reconciles
them). ROVER is handed Qwen first: with uniform confidences every disagreement is a one—
one tie and rover resolves it to the first hypothesis, so ties fall to Qwen, the stronger recogniz-
er by WER (Table 2). Neither recognizer exposes word—level confidences, so ROVER votes
on occurrence alone — the reference configuration, and the one its published description
assumes [1]. All judges are local instruction—tuned LLMs at temperature O with the same
prompt, so the only variable is the fusion point.

MOVER’s released system is not public, so we could not run it; TOV is written in its
spirit [8] but is not it. The distinction is not pedantry. With only two systems and no word-—
level confidences, the tie—breaking and gap—fill rules are our design decisions, and they are
measurable rather than incidental: TOV emits 22.2% more agent—channel words than the
stronger recognizer, which is what makes it the worst arm on WER and the best token—fusion
arm on cue detection (Tables 1 and 3). Printing a published method’s name over numbers
produced by our own implementation would attribute both that design and that result to work
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that did not make them. ROVER s therefore the reference implementation, and it is the arm
that carries every token—fusion conclusion in this paper; TOV bounds what a straightforward
time—constrained voter achieves on two confidence—free systems. The tie order is ours to
choose, so we test it: rebuilding ROVER with Canary first — ties to the weaker recognizer —
changes 31.3% of agent—channel tokens and all 531 fused transcripts, yet moves macro—F1 by
+0.008 [-0.005, +0.021] (gemma) and —0.011 [-0.027, +0.004] (qwen). The signs disagree
and both intervals cover zero: the tie order does not limit the arm.

token layer

token merge

ROVER/MOVER > judge

decision layer (OR)

judgex2 - OR

stereo
audio

verdict |

ASR:
(Canary)

Figure 1 — Four fusion points for the same two ASR engines

Token—level merge (ROVER/TOV), decision—level OR, and joint-hypothesis—level
JOINT. Only the combination point changes.

We use 3057 real contact—center calls. The unit of evaluation is a cell — one (call, pa-
rameter) pair — so N.g. = 3057 and Ny, = 3057 x 7 = 21399, percentages below are

over cells and call counts over calls, and the two are not interchangeable.

Labels are of two kinds. Silver, 19692 cells (92.0%): set by detector agreement — a re-
gex detector agreeing with an LLM judge, or, where those disagree, two LLM judges agreeing
with each other. Agreement between detectors does not exclude common—mode error, so sil-
ver labels are provisional, and no human saw them. Human, 1707 cells (8.0%): a human adju-
dicated the cell from the call audio, with the transcript window shown alongside it and blind
to the regex and judge outputs. Adjudicating from audio makes the label independent of any
recognizer — a label read off a transcript cannot distinguish a cue never spoken from one the
recognizer deleted, which is the distinction this paper measures — and the blinding keeps a
human label from inheriting the bias of a prediction it was shown. The LLM judge that builds
the silver tier is Qwen, one of the judges we evaluate, so on a silver cell Qwen is partly scored
against its own earlier output. The bias runs in Qwen’s favour, making the gemma-over—
gwen contrast conservative rather than inflated; it is nonetheless a circularity, and removing it
IS what the restricted stratum below is for.

The judges were run over the 531 calls recruited by the two adjudication campaigns:
278 with opening—parameter labels and 323 with closing—flag labels, of which 70 carry both
(278 4+ 323 — 70 = 531). The stratum is defined by campaign, not by the presence of a
human label: 14 further calls carry an isolated human closing label (15 cells) set outside either

campaign, and two opening cells were routed to a human but returned no parseable label. All
17 are counted in the 1707 above and none is scored anywhere in this paper. Scoring is per
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call — once a call entered the stratum, every parameter of it carrying a usable label was scored
—yielding 2124 cells: 832 opening cells (277 agent-name, 277 company-id, 278 caller—name;
two of the 834 possible cells lack a parseable label) and 1292 closing—flag cells. Those cells
are not uniformly human-adjudicated: 1690 (79.6%) carry a human label — all 1292 closing—
flag cells and 398 of the 832 opening cells — and the remaining 434 are silver, i.e. the Qwen—
self—scored cells identified above. Every macro—F1 and x below is therefore computed twice,

over all 2124 cells and over the restricted stratum of 1690 whose label a blinded human set.
The restriction removes regex and Qwen from the label’s assignment but not from its selec-
tion, since a cell reaches the human tier by detector disagreement; estimates on it describe a
disagreement—enriched population and are not weighted estimates for the corpus. The four
closing flags are identical across the two populations, being 100% human-—adjudicated. An
independently labeled 150—cell sample from the silver tier agrees with the silver labels on
95.3% of cells (143/150; Wilson 95% CI 90.7-97.7%).

Macro—-F1 and Cohen’s K, each averaged over the seven parameters (Table 1). “Macro”

denotes the mean over the seven parameters, not over the two classes: the per—parameter F1 is
the positive—class F1, so a parameter’s score reflects detection of the cue rather than of its ab-
sence. Per—parameter precision and recall are in Figure 2. Significance uses a paired uuid—
cluster bootstrap on macro—F1 (5000 resamples) as the primary test, since cells nest within
calls, and a cluster sign—flip permutation test on the same statistic (10000 permutations)
where a contrast is close. An exact McNemar test was computed as a cross—check but gates no
claim and is not tabulated: it estimates paired item correctness rather than a difference in mac-
ro—F1, and ignores the clustering of cells within calls.

Experiments. Table 1 reports macro—F1 and macro—x for the regex baseline and two

LLM judges across all fusion points, on the full 2124—cell stratum and the restricted human—
only one. JOINT with the stronger judge (gemma) is best at 0.913 and is the top arm for both
judges on both populations. The intermediate arms order differently per judge on the full stra-
tum but agree on the restricted one (JOINT = TOV = ROVER = OR = single); the instabil-
ity belongs to the contaminated cells, not the judges.

One rule applies throughout: a contrast resolves when the cluster bootstrap interval on
macro—F1 excludes zero, the primary test named in the Method. Under it JOINT=0R

(AF1 +0.029) and gemma=qwen (+0.033) hold on both populations, and on the restricted

stratum JOINT also beats single and OR for qwen (Table 3), so the advantage is not confined
to the stronger judge. JOINT exceeds ROVER, the reference token—fusion implementation,
for both judges and both populations (gemma +0.023 [+0.010, +0.036] and +0.021
[+0.005, +0.037]; qwen +0.036 [+0.021, +0.051] and +0.031 [+0.014, +0.050]). Against TOV
the answer is population—dependent — resolving on the full stratum (+0.015 [+0.004, +0.026])
but not the restricted one (+0.012 [-0.001, +0.026]), the cluster permutation test agreeing
(»=0.05 and p=0.14) — so we take the conservative reading and claim no separation from

TOV. TOV outscores ROVER (0.898 against 0.890 for gemma), so the arm JOINT fails to
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separate from the stronger token—fusion arm, and it is the one that is not a published method.
Reporting the two single—transcript arms separately answers whether the gain merely inherits
the better engine. It does not: Qwen—only leads Canary—only only slightly for every judge
(gemma 0.872 against 0.860), while gemma—JOINT at 0.913 exceeds both by 0.041 and 0.053
— several times the gap between the recognizers themselves. Hereafter “single” denotes the
Qwen-only arm, the stronger of the two and the production recognizer. The regex arms are
competitive on F1 (0.864-0.891, behind only gemma—JOINT and gemma-TQOV) but are the
worst arms in Table 1 on & (0.549-0.601), below every LLM arm including single—transcript

gwen (0.657). The two statistics disagree because the parameters are strongly imbalanced —
positive prevalence ranges from 0.134 (company-id) to 0.906 (agent—name) — and F1 rewards
a detector that fires readily on high—prevalence cues, whereas x discounts the agreement

prevalence alone would produce. For the LLM arms the two agree on the ordering, and x

makes it cleaner: JOINT is the top arm for both judges on both statistics (gemma 0.709, gwen
0.704) and exceeds the best token—fusion arm on & for both (gemma TOV 0.695, qwen TOV

0.664), where on F1 the qwen comparison was ambiguous.

Table 1
Macro—F1 / macro—« by fusion point, on both evaluation populations
Judge stratum stat Qwen Canary ROVER OR | TOV JOINT
regex full F1 — — 0.887 0.891 | 0.864 —
regex full K — — 0.601 0.573 | 0.549 —
regex restr. F1 — — 0.879 0.883 | 0.852 —
regex restr. K — — 0.593 0.554 | 0.536 —
gwen full F1 0.839 0.829 0.845 0.851 | 0.849 0.880
gwen full K 0.657 0.633 0.657 0.688 | 0.664 0.704
gwen restr. F1 0.796 0.790 0.822 0.805 | 0.823 0.853
gwen restr. K 0.598 0.584 0.620 0.603 | 0.635 0.649
gemma | full F1 0.872 0.860 0.890 0.884 | 0.898 0.913
gemma | full K 0.660 0.631 0.693 0.667 | 0.695 0.709
gemma | restr. F1 0.866 0.854 0.889 0.873 | 0.898 0.910
gemma | restr. K 0.623 0.613 0.673 0.617 | 0.674 0.682

Full stratum 2124 cells, restricted human—only stratum 1690 cells; best per population in bold.
Qwen and Canary are the two single—transcript arms. Both statistics are means over the seven
parameters. The regex detector is defined over a merged transcript and has no single—
recognizer arm.

The gains are not uniform (Figure 2). Caller—name (0.93-0.98) and further (0.96-0.99)
are near—ceiling across every gemma and gwen arm, so the fusion point is interchangeable
there; the remaining closing flags are lower than “near—ceiling” implies — courtesy 0.91-0.95,
wellwish 0.88-0.95, and thanked lowest at 0.81-0.89 — so the interchangeability argument
covers two parameters, not five. The differences concentrate on the two hardest cues: +0.119
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on company—id and +0.099 on agent—name, against under +0.05 on every other parameter.
We describe these as the two opening cues rather than as the ones ASR most often erases,
since we report no per—cue erasure rate; the concentration is measured and the erasure expla-
nation for it is not. They also improve by different routes, set out below. Agent—name is the
hardest parameter and remains difficult even under joint-hypothesis—level fusion with the
weaker judge (qwen—JOINT 0.681), while gemma-single reaches 0.786 and gemma—JOINT
0.885. On company—id the regex baseline reaches only 0.696 — against 0.951 for agent—name
on the same arm, the gap that exposes it as a near—constant predictor rather than a detector —
while gemma—JOINT (0.824) is the strongest arm. The premise of token—level voting is that it
yields a better transcript; Table 2 tests that premise directly on this data. Because WER is sen-
sitive to text normalization, we report three scorings of the same alignments: NIST SCTK
sclite [11] with GLM contraction alternations; the Whisper EnglishTextNormalizer [14] with
jiwer [6], the most lenient; and a stop—word—filtered content-word variant, the strictest. On
the agent channel — the channel every compliance parameter is scored on — Qwen3 is best un-
der all three, and neither fused transcript improves on it: ROVER degrades it by 3.0 points
and TOV by 13.2 (Whisper—normalized). The cause is insertion, not a lost vote: ties go to
Qwen and, as shown above, reversing them changes nothing. What both fused arms do in-
stead is fill gaps — a word one recognizer deleted and the other kept enters the fused transcript.
On the same 20 calls ROVER emits 11.3% more agent—channel words than Qwen3 and TOV
22.2% more (17519 against 14341). This also explains why TOV posts the worst WER in Ta-
ble 2 and the best token—fusion macro—F1 in Table 1, which would otherwise look like an im-
plementation fault. WER charges for every spurious insertion; cue detection does not, because
an inserted word cannot erase a cue that is present, and some injected words are ones Qwen
dropped. The divergence is this paper’s thesis in miniature: the arm that is worst on the tran-
scription objective is the best token—level arm on the detection one. As set out in the Method,
the TOV row bounds rather than measures, so the conclusion drawn from Table 2 rests on the
ROVER row, where ties fall to Qwen and ROVER still does not reach the stronger recognizer
alone. Qwen3 is best and TOV worst under all three scorings, so the conclusion is not an arti-
fact of normalization, though the middle of the ranking is not invariant. Combined with Table
1, this sharpens the claim: token—level fusion is worse on its own objective and no better on
ours, whereas joint-hypothesis—level reconciliation improves cue detection without producing
a transcript at all.

Table 2
Agent—channel WER (%) against a 20—call human reference, under three scorings
System NIST sclite Whisper—norm content-word
Qwen3-ASR 25.4 23.2 29.9
Canary-1B-v2 29.3 28.0 30.8
ROVER (token fusion) 28.7 26.2 32.2
TOV (our time—overlap voter) 38.8 36.4 36.4

Lower is better. This reference set is a 20—call subset, disjoint in purpose from the 531—call
stratum used elsewhere.
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Macro—F1 collapses false positives and false negatives into one number, so two arms
with the same F1 can fail in opposite directions. Figure 2 reports precision, recall and F1 side
by side for every parameter and arm: the stem spans precision to recall and F1, their harmonic
mean, falls on it, so the stem’s length shows how lopsided an arm’s errors are and its lower
endpoint shows which error dominates (y—axis from 0.30). The two cues carrying the gain sit

at opposite extremes, which is why we do not attribute both to one mechanism. On agent—
name precision is at or near 1.00 for every LLM arm while recall runs from 0.359 (qwen—
single) to 0.825 (gemma—JOINT): the entire error budget is missed cues, and moving the fu-
sion point buys recall without costing precision — the signature of evidence recovery rather
than of a changed operating threshold. On company-id the picture inverts: recall is 0.84-0.95
across the six gemma and gwen arms while precision ranges 0.47-0.73, so the errors are false
alarms. Decision—level OR is the worst arm for every judge, because a union of two verdicts
propagates either engine’s spurious match (qwen—OR 0.465, gemma—OR 0.550), whereas
JOINT improves precision over its own single arm for both judges (gemma 0.608 to 0.729,
gwen 0.620 to 0.647). On caller—name and further the stems collapse and the three statistics
coincide, which is why the fusion point is interchangeable there; on the remaining closing
flags the stems are short but not degenerate.

agent-name company-id caller-name courtesy
G-single - —f——0 e o—f— - P+ - +lo
G-OR 1o - o—f—e . de A ¢lo
G-JOINT oo o+ A - *o
Q-single 1 ¢—1 o T o——e e 4% . +*+|o
QOR{ &—F}—o0 { o—F— . L I +oto
Q-JOINT *—f—-0 - o——eo - ® - elo
0.50 0.75 1.00 0.50 0.75 1.00 0.50 0.75 1.00 0.50 0.75 1.00
thanked wellwish further
G-single - P s o e %o
G-OR - ote . % . + -
G-JOINT A ote - ¢lo . ) O precision
Q-single A +to - o . < ¢ recall
Q-OR - % . ¢ ¢ I A
Q-JOINT - 1l . ® ¢
I T I I 1 I 1
0.:50 0.17’5 1.00 0.50 0.75 1.00 0.50 0.75 1.00
score
Figure 2 — Precision, recall and F1 by compliance parameter and arm
ISSN 1562-9945 (Print) 111

ISSN 2707-7977 (Online)



«Cucremui Texnonoriiy 5 (166) 2026 Tom 1 «System technologies»

Table 3
Paired uuid—cluster bootstrap on macro—F1, both populations

contrast AF1 95% CI AF1 95% ClI

G-JOINT - G-OR +0.029 | [+0.019, +0.039] | +0.037 | [+0.025, +0.049]
G-JOINT — Q-JOINT +0.033 | [+0.017,+0.049] | +0.057 | [+0.039, +0.077]
G-JOINT - G-single +0.041 | [+0.029, +0.054] | +0.044 | [+0.031, +0.058]
Q-JOINT — Q-single +0.042 | [+0.028,+0.055] | +0.056 | [+0.040, +0.074]
Q-JOINT - Q-OR +0.029 | [+0.018,+0.041] | +0.048 | [+0.035, +0.063]
G-OR — G-single +0.012 | [+0.004,+0.020] | +0.008 | [-0.002, +0.017]
G-JOINT — G-ROVER +0.023 | [+0.010, +0.036] | +0.021 | [+0.005, +0.037]
Q-JOINT — Q-ROVER +0.036 | [+0.021, +0.051] | +0.031 | [+0.014, +0.050]
G-JOINT - G-TOV +0.015 | [+0.004, +0.026] | +0.012 | [-0.001, +0.026]
G-JOINT — G-shuf +0.196 | [+0.174,+0.219] | +0.183 | [+0.159, +0.209]
G-single — G-shuf +0.155 | [+0.133,+0.178] | +0.139 | [+0.115, +0.163]
G-JOINT — G—dup +0.117 | [+0.098,+0.137] | +0.116 | [+0.097, +0.136]
G—dup — G-single —0.076 | [-0.096,-0.057] | —0.072 | [-0.093,-0.051]

5000 resamples. G = gemma, Q = qwen, shuf = the shuffled—transcript control arm, dup = the
duplicate—transcript control arm. Columns 2-3 are the full stratum, columns 4-5 the restricted
stratum. A contrast resolves only when the interval excludes zero. Deltas are computed on
unrounded macro—F1, so one may differ by 0.001 from a subtraction of Table 1’s printed val-
ues.

A fifth of the stratum carries a label no human set, selected by detector agreement,
which makes those cells easy by construction and inflates every arm rather than only the label
builders. Re—scoring on the 1690 human-set cells (Tables 1 and 4) leaves the headline intact —
gemma-JOINT 0.913 to 0.910 — while the contrasts move both ways: every contrast against a
non—token arm grows (JOINT over OR +0.029 to +0.037, over single +0.041 to +0.044, over
gwen—JOINT +0.033 to +0.057) and every contrast against a token—fusion or control arm
shrinks slightly (over ROVER +0.023 to +0.021, over TOV +0.015 to +0.012, over the shuf-
fled arm +0.196 to +0.183). The gain over judging one transcript is larger on the clean cells,
the margin over token fusion smaller. One conclusion weakens outright: decision—level OR
no longer separates from single-ASR for gemma (+0.008, interval spanning zero). The cost of
the restriction is statistical power on the opening parameters — caller—-name falls from 278
cells to 76 and company—id from 277 to 114, so their restricted—stratum estimates are corre-
spondingly noisier.

The restriction also settles what the regex baseline is doing. Its agent—-name F1 rises on
the 208 cells it never labeled, from 0.951 to 0.970, which is the opposite of what label-
construction circularity predicts. The explanation is degeneracy: on those cells it answers
“yes” 208 times out of 208, and 0.970 is exactly the F1 a constant “yes” earns at the restricted
stratum’s 0.942 prevalence; its i there is 0.000. The regex baseline is not inflated by the la-
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bels it helped build — it is a prevalence—exploiting constant on this parameter, which is pre-
cisely the failure x is designed to expose and F1 is not.

A shuffled—transcript control. Aggregate F1 cannot distinguish reconciliation from a
simpler account — that two transcripts merely make the judge readier to answer yes — so we
re—ran JOINT with ASR VERSION 2 replaced by a transcript of a different call: a seeded de-
rangement over the same stratum, no call paired with itself, everything else fixed including
the instruction that the two transcripts are of the same audio. Macro—F1 falls from 0.913 to
0.717, not back to the single—transcript arm (0.872) but 0.155 below it. Both drops resolve:
JOINT over the shuffled arm is +0.196 [+0.174, +0.219] and single over it +0.155 [+0.133,
+0.178] (Table 3), holding on the restricted stratum (+0.183 and +0.139). Macro—# Separates

them more sharply, 0.709 to 0.192: once the second transcript belongs to another call, almost
none of the judge’s agreement with gold survives chance correction. The lift does not survive
the swap, and the swap costs more than the lift was worth — so a transcript of the same call is
necessary for the second input to help; the next control shows it is not sufficient. The col-
lapsed arm is not degenerate, which matters because a judge that simply stopped answering
would drop the same way: it returns 1280 positive and 844 negative verdicts against the real
arm’s 1359 and 765, agrees on only 68.7% of cells, and its disagreements run both ways, 372
lost and 293 gained. A permissiveness account predicts more positives; we observe fewer.

A duplicate—transcript control. That leaves a second alternative alive: that the gain
comes from the JOINT prompt, or from reading the same evidence twice, rather than from
combining two different renderings. A third arm makes ASR VERSION 2 byte—identical to
VERSION 1 — both the Qwen window the single arm reads — everything else fixed including
the JOINT paragraph. Reconciliation predicts this arm falls back to the single arm; a prompt
or re—reading account predicts it keeps the lift. Neither happens: it lands below the single arm,
at 0.796 against 0.872 (Table 4). JOINT exceeds it by 0.117 [+0.098, +0.137] — nearly three
times JOINT’s margin over single — and the duplicate arm is worse than single by 0.076 [
0.096, —0.057], both p < 0.001 under the cluster permutation test. The lift is therefore not a

property of the prompt or of re-reading: the benefit requires a second transcript that actually
differs. One asymmetry qualifies that reading. Duplication helps on the three opening parame-
ters (+0.044 over single) and hurts sharply on the four closing flags (—0.166), where the

judge turns conservative — its positive rate on further falls from 0.635 to 0.427 against a gold
rate of 0.675. A plausible reason is positional rather than informational: closing cues sit at the
end of their window, and a second copy pushes the first copy’s ending into the middle of the
context, while an opening cue stays at the top. We did not test this, so we report the aggregate
— the prompt account is refuted — and flag the duplicate arm as a cleaner control for start—
anchored cues than end-anchored ones.
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Table 4
The four judge arms under gemma, on both populations
arm F1 K agree F1 K agree
JOINT (real 2nd ASR) 0.913 | 0.709 — 0.910 | 0.682 —
single (no 2nd ASR) 0.872 | 0.660 | 92.7% | 0.866 | 0.623 | 91.9%
dup (V2 =V1) 0.796 | 0.503 | 83.7% | 0.794 | 0.472 | 80.3%
shuf (V2 = other call) 0.717 | 0.192 | 68.7% | 0.727 | 0.172 | 63.1%

All four read the same windows and differ only in what occupies ASR VERSION 2. Columns
2—4 are the full stratum, columns 5-7 are the restricted stratum. Agreement is the share of
cells on which an arm returns the same verdict as JOINT.

The controls above intervene on the input; they show the second transcript matters
without showing what the judge takes from it. We re—ran JOINT asking it to quote the span it
relied on and matched every quote against the two windows it was given. It is never asked
which transcript it used — a model that fabricates a cue can fabricate the attribution as easily —
so each quote is located by string match, present when a contiguous run of at least 70% of its
normalized tokens occurs in the window. The analysis covers all seven parameters and the
2126 cells the re—run reached, two more than the 2124 scored elsewhere because bucketing a
quote needs no gold label. Asking for a quote barely perturbs the verdicts: the re—run agrees
with the scored arm on 828 of 834 opening cells (99.3%) and 1220 of 1292 closing cells
(94.4%), the latter with near-symmetric disagreements (41 against 31) — noise, not a shift.

Of 1368 positive verdicts, 322 (23.5%) quote evidence found in only one transcript (Ta-
ble 5). That figure is not by itself the mechanism, and it is worth being precise about why: the
single—transcript arm reads the Qwen window, so the 16.6% of verdicts resting on Qwen-only
evidence cite text the single arm already had. Only the 6.9% resting on Canary—only evidence
cite text the single arm could not see. Taken alone, 6.9% looks too small to carry a +0.041
macro—F1 gain.

It is not taken alone. What matters is not how often second-transcript evidence appears
but where, and it is concentrated almost entirely on the decisions the single arm gets wrong.
Three quarters of Canary—only verdicts — 71 of 95 — are cells the single arm called negative,
against 7.8% of the verdicts resting on evidence present in both transcripts: a nine—fold en-
richment. Of the 129 verdicts where JOINT correctly overturns a single—arm negative, 46
(35.7%) rest on Canary-only evidence, from a bucket that is 6.9% of all positives. Evidence
visible only in the second transcript is thus rare overall and dominant exactly where the arms
disagree, which is what an evidence account predicts and a prompt or permissiveness account
does not. Fabrication is rare but not absent: five verdicts (0.37%) quote text in neither win-
dow. Recovery and fabrication move together with the match threshold — at 50-60% they are
15.9-19.5% and 0.00%, at exact matching 37.3% and 2.5%.
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Table 5
Where the quoted evidence occurs, and where it changes a decision

evidence occurs in n share single NO % of bucket gold agrees
BOTH 1041 | 76.1% 81 7.8% 69
QWEN-ONLY 227 | 16.6% 18 7.9% 13
CANARY-ONLY 95 6.9% 71 74.7% 46
NEITHER 5 0.37% 1 — 1

total 1368 171 129

All seven parameters, over the 2126 cells the evidence re—run reached; 1368 positive verdicts.
QWEN-ONLY is text the single—transcript arm already sees, CANARY-ONLY text it can-
not. Match rule: a contiguous run of 70% or more of the quote’s normalized tokens. “single
NO” counts cells the single—transcript arm called negative; the last column keeps only those
where the gold label agrees with JOINT. NEITHER is the fabrication rate; no verdict returned
an empty quote.

Conclusion. For contact—center script compliance — a cue—recall task in which an ASR
error can erase the evidence — where the recognizers are combined materially affects perfor-
mance within the evaluated two—ASR setting. A capable judge reconciling both transcripts in
one call (JOINT) is the best arm, significantly above decision—level OR and single-ASR for
both judges and on a restricted stratum of human-set labels only. Token—level voting, the
common WER-driven baseline, led in no configuration: JOINT significantly exceeds the ref-
erence ROVER implementation for both judges and both populations, while against our own
stronger time—overlap voter the contrast does not resolve.

The building blocks are established and we concede the field as Related Work sets it
out: attention over multiple hypotheses [9], multi-ASR fusion for transcript
improvement [13], and post-ASR fusion under an LLM for a holistic label [20]. Using an
LLM to combine multiple ASR outputs is not what we claim as new. The contribution is em-
pirical and methodological rather than architectural, and is threefold: 1) making the fusion
point the independent variable for a cue—recall objective, and showing placement is an opera-
tive lever; 2) a pair of input interventions that falsify the mechanism rather than illustrate it —
the second input replaced once by a transcript of a different call and once by a copy of the
first, both scoring below the single—input arm — which, with per—verdict evidence bucketing,
turns “reconciliation” from a label into a measured quantity; and 3) an agreement-—stratified
protocol on two populations, exposing both that a strong—looking regex baseline is a preva-
lence—exploiting constant and that one evaluated judge helped build the silver labels.

The recommended configuration is a drop—in for any production ASR+LLM compli-
ance auditor already running two recognizers: relative to a single—ASR pipeline it costs a sec-
ond ASR pass plus one judge call per item, with no cross—system hypothesis alignment and
no fine-tuning. Per—recognizer forced alignment still cuts the windows exactly as in the sin-
gle—ASR baseline; what JOINT removes is the alignment of one engine’s hypothesis to the
other’s that a confusion network requires. Against decision—level OR, which also needs both
transcripts, JOINT halves the judge calls. The guidance is to invest in a capable reconciling

judge rather than in token—level fusion, and the agreement-stratified protocol is reusable by
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QA teams wanting honest estimates against provisional silver labels without over—crediting
the detectors that produced them. The scope is narrow: a single English contact—center corpus,
the recognizer count fixed at two and the controls varying one judge, so placement is not
compared against adding engines, multilingual generalization is untested, end—to—end cost is
not measured, and because the evidence analysis locates a quoted span by string match it can-
not separate a judge that read a cue from one that guessed and happened to quote a matching
span.
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Cninvne y3200xcennsa kinokox ASR—-mpanckpunmie eenuxoro MoeHow mMooennio
0/151 GUABICHHA O3HAK 0OMPUMAHHSA CKPUNMY 6 KOHMAKM—UEeHmpPax

Knacuune kombinyeanns cucmem posniznasarns mosienuss — ROVER ma tioco noxiowui,
3oxpema MOVER, — gukonye 2onocysanns na pieni okpemux ciig i ONmMumizye yacmomy no-
munok Ha cnosi (WER). Hamomicme y xoumponi skocmi KOHMaKxm—yeHmpie mpaHcKpunm €
Juuie NPOMIJICHUM NPeOCMABNIeHHM. 3d HUM Nepesipsioms, YU 6UKOHAE ONepamop
0008’83K061 KPOKU CKpUNmMy — NPUBIMAauHs, camoioeHmugbikayito KOMnawii, 3anum imewi
KIIEHMAa ma 6siunuse 3a8epuierts posmosu. O3HaKu, wjo Hecyms Yi nepesipKu, € KOpOmKuMu
Gopmynohumu  pazamu, sKi HeOOCKOHANe PO3NIZHABAHH HAUYACMIie CHOMBOPIOE abo
8Mpavae, a 20A0CYBAHHSI HA PIGHI MOKEHI8 30amHe SUIYYUMU CL080, sIKe NO4Y8 juule 00UH
posniznasay. Omoice, Kpawe MPAHCKPUOYBAHHS HE € MOMOICHUM KPAWOMY GUSIGIEHHIO
O3HAKU.

Mema Oocniodcenus — 6usHaAUUMU, HA AKOMY DI6HI KOHBeEPA OOYINbHO PO3IMIULy8amu
ancambib po3nizHABAYIB, AKWO YLTbOBOIO MEMPUKOIO0 € NOBHOMA BUABNICHHSL O3HAKU, d He Yd-
CMOmMa NOMUNOK HA CLOSI.

3a ghixcosanoi napu dexopenvosanux ASR—cucmem nopisnano womupu mouxku 3aumms
nio KepyB8aHHAM O0OHI€i M0oOeni—Ccy00i: OOUHOYHUU MPAHCKPUNM, 3MUMMS HA PIGHI MOKeHi8
(emanonnut ROVER ma enacnuii 2onocyeanvnuk 3a uacosum nepexpummsam), 31umms Ha
pisHi piuienb, mobmo 006’ €OHaAHHA 6epOUKMIE 34 KOJNCHUM MPAHCKPUNIMOM OKpeMo; md
3IUMMS HA PIGHI 2inomes, KOIU Cy00s Yumae 0ou08a MpancKpunmu i y3200Cye ix y mexncax
00H020 36epHeHHs. OYiHI08aHHA BUKOHAHO Ha Kopnyci 3 3057 036inKi6 3a cimoma napamem-
pamu OOMPUMAHHS CKPUNMY, a 8Ci NIOCYMKO8I NOPIBHAHHS NPOOYOIbOBAHO HA 0OMedCceHill
niosuoOipyi, wo Micmumo auuie CMAHOBIEHT THOUHOK MIMKU.

3nummsa na pisHi cinome3 € Haukpawor cmpameziero (macro-F1 0,913) i cmamu-
CMUYHO 3HAYYWe Nepesa’tcae 0OUHOYHUL mpanckpunm, 3aumms Ha pieHi piuens ma ROVER
071 060X €y00i8 i Ha 060x eubipkax. Tpu KOHMPOIbHI eKcnepumMenmu noKa3yioms, Wo npu-
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picm nompeOye Hei0eHMUYHO20 MPAHCKPUNIMA MO20 CAMO20 O38IHKA: 3aMiHa OPY2020 MPAaH-
CKpunma mpaHcKpunmom IHuwo2o 038iHka 3Hudicye macro—F1 oo 0,717, a 3amina iiozo
Konieto nepuoeo — 0o 0,796, moomo Hudicue 3a apianm 3 0OUHOUHUM MPAHCKPUNIMOM, WO
BUKTIIOYAE NOACHEHHS Yepe3 NOONaNCIUGICMb cy00i ma uepes ehekm camoi nioKazKu, mexkcm,
HAABHULL uwe Yy OpyeoMy Mpanckpunmi, cmanosums 6,9 % nozumusHux eepouxmis, aie 3a-
besneuye 35,7 % 6unaokis, y AKUX 31UMMs HA PI6HI 2inome3 NPAsUIbHO CKACOBYE PIUleHHs 3a
00uHouHUM mpanckpunmom. Omoice, y medcax 00CniodxHcenoi Konghicypayii 3 06oma posnizna-
gauamu micye posmiwjeHHs aHcamo.I0 ICIMOMHO 6NAUBAE HA AKICMb GUABIEHHS O3HAK.

Knrouoei cnosa: asmomamuune posniznasamnus MOGNeHHA, KOMOIHYBAHHA CUCMEM
PO3NI3HABANHS, KOHMPOTb AKOCMI KOHMAKM—YEHMPY, GUABLEHHS OOMPUMAHHS CKPUNMY, Ge-
JIUKE MOBHI MOOeN, MOOeNb—Cy00s, 3MIUMmms HA PiGHI 2inomes, 4acmoma NOMUIOK HA CLOGI,
NPOMOKOI OYIHIOBAHHSI.

IBanbko Aprem MukogaiioBuu — acmipadT kadenpu iHPOpPMALIHHUX TEXHOJOTIH Ta
KOMIT I0TepHO1 imKeHepii, HamioHanpHuii TEXHIYHUN yHIBEPCUTET «J[HIMPOBCHKA MOJITEXHi-
Kay.
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